THE    NEW    DANUBIA
she did not control the important railway junction of
Bohurain. This vital junction had been made part of
the new Czecho-Slovakia, when that country was carved
out of the northern industrial and agricultural regions
of Austria-Hungary.
By the end of 1938 the situation in Central Europe
had been abruptly changed. Germany's State railways
now ran directly to the Brenner and Carnic Passes, where
they joined the main Italian lines from Italy's chief in-
dustrial region in the Lombardy Plain. They ran direct
to the Hungarian and Jugoslav frontiers, thus controlling
both main lines from Germany and Western Europe
into the Danubian Basin and Balkans. The cessions
of Czech territory to Germany, coupled with political
and transport agreements with the new Czecho-Slovak
Government at Prague, gave Germany control of the
direct line across Bohemia from Saxony to Vienna. After
March 1938 Germany controlled the main line through
Austria to Vienna, The transport agreements between
the German State railways and the new Czech state's
remaining railway system permitted German use of all
the Czecho-Slovak lines leading from Germany and
Polish Silesia or Saxony in the north to the Austrian
territories south of Czecho-Slovakia as curtailed after
Munich. As far as rail communications were concerned,
therefore, even the rump Czecho-Slovakia need not exist
for Germany. Transit traffic was guaranteed at rates
favourable to Germany; and the fact that Czecho-
slovakia's remaining railway system was cut across in so
many places between the chief Czecho-Slovak towns by
the weird shape of Germany's post-Munich frontiers
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